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chambers, with their domes rising many feet higher; and then again many columns 
uniting formed long arched tunnels (pp. 84, 87*). 

Dr. Smith is catholic in his tastes. He takes in and seems to 
feel the beauty of the landscape and the charm of the wilderness, 
and he left Africa not heart-whole : 

. . . among others, a beautiful Arab girl, — but let us only take one good look at 
those splendid limpid eyes, en passant, and feel ourselves suffused with a warm glow, 
which remained in our memory like the charming rosy light of the sun setting over 
a savage country (p. 365). 

At the same time he spares no detail of his prowess in killing 
game, and he takes a little recreation where few would find it: 

It is very amusing to see crowds of Abyssinians about the carcass of a freshly 
killed animal, cutting off huge pieces of the quivering flesh, etc. (p. 77). 

Interesting as the book is, it would have been improved, if Dr. 
Smith had submitted the manuscript to a judicious friend, armed 
with a blue pencil. 

The maps, which give altitudes in feet and astronomical deter- 
minations of latitude and longitude from the author's observations, 
deserve special mention, and the illustrations are nearly all good. 

Two well-known names are misprinted: on p. 2 that of M. 
d'Abbadie, and that of Prof. Heilprin, in a note on p. 84. 

Irlande et Cavernes Anglaises par E.-A. Martel. Avec 121 Gravures, 
18 Plans et Coupes et 3 Planches hors texte. Paris, Librairie Ch. 
Delagrave, ij rue Soufflot, i8gj. 8vo. 

M. Martel has written a charming book, undertaken, he tells 
us, for two reasons: first, the happy result of his campaign of 
exploration in the caves of Ireland and England in 1895, which 
brought him into possession of a mass of information, much of it 
unpublished; and second, his admiration for the natural beauties 
and the archaeological treasures of Ireland, both too little known 
to travellers. 

The author does not discuss the political and social questions of 
the day, though he was present when the Conservatives won the 
contest of 1895, but he bears testimony to the orderly character of 
the people and to their general good behavior at that exciting 
time. He travelled in the west and in the south, encountering but 
few signs of the extreme destitution which is supposed to charac- 
terize those districts. He does not doubt that the country is poor, 
but he found comfort, as well as a kindly reception, wherever he 
went, and he comes to the fair conclusion that Ireland has been 

* So numbered. A full-page illustration takes the place of pp. 85 and 86. 



96 Book Notices. 

calumniated. The natural beauties of the island are familiar 
enough in description, and yet those who travel with M. Martel 
will see even the most familiar scenes in a new light. 

Especially admirable are the two chapters, XV and XVI, devoted 
to the Coast of Antrim, which the author studied from Lame to 
Portrush, from the Cornice Road, worthy to be classed with those 
of the Alpes-Maritimes and the Crimea, to Dunluce Castle and the 
White Rocks. It is not only for the Giants' Causeway, he declares, 
but for the whole Antrim Coast that the traveller should go to 
Ulster. 

The illustrations, which are extremely good, are from originals 
furnished by public institutions and private collectors. 

The Journal of School Geography, edited by Mr. Richard E. 
Dodge, Associate Professor of Natural Science, Teachers College, 
New York City, has appeared monthly, this year, and is filled with 
information and suggestions for the common-school teacher of 
geography, in whose interests it is published. Mr. Dodge is 
assisted by an able corps of associate editors. 

Elementary Geology. By Ralph S. Tarr, B. S. , F. G. S. A. , pp. xxx -f- 
499. $1.40 net. Macmillan Co., New York, 189J. 

In this volume Prof. Tarr has given us a very readable and 
interesting treatise concerning the elements of geology. It is, per- 
haps, the most attractive of the elementary text-books in geology 
capable of being used to profit in American schools. 

Beginning with an introductory account, unfortunately a little 
meagre, of the various kinds of rocks, igneous, sedimentary and 
metamorphic, Prof. Tarr lays the foundations for an understanding 
of the surface features of the earth. In striking contrast to many 
elementary books, but following the dictates of common sense and 
of modern pedagogy, Prof. Tarr lays particular stress upon dynam- 
ical geology, believing that the youthful mind, perhaps for many 
years blind to the works of nature, can best be introduced to her 
mysteries through a study of processes which can now be seen at 
work. In the consideration of wind erosion, we regret that the 
author has not made more clear the effect of the sand-blast upon 
pebbles, thereby contrasting this erosive process with that of 
moving water, where again he fails to bring out clearly the story 
of the eroded pebbles. 

In the chapter on under-ground water, a little more lengthy 
account might have been given of those interesting and important 
results known as limestone caves. Sufficient emphasis also has not 



